cases which I present the association of the more acute types of psoriasis lesion with, in the one case, rheumatoid arthritis, which in the last year has been shown to be due to a strestococcal infection, and in the other case, an old rheumatic history.
Charles W., aged 10, was brought to me about a month ago by his mother, who complained that his neck could not be washed clean. The condition had been first noticed about two years ago, when his neck and the inner surfaces of the thighs became rough. The condition was treated as eczema, and the roughness disappeared, leaving behind it pigmentation; presently the pigmentation faded and the roughness reappeared. Then the roughness disappeared spontaneously, and was followed, as before, by pigmentation. This sequence has taken place several times, and each time the condition has become more marked. Last spring the eruption appeared on the back3 of the hands, and the mother remembers that in this situation its onset was associated with some vesicles containing clear fluid; she is quite sure that this phenomenon did not occur elsewhere. The eruption has only given trouble subjectively when more than usually violent attempts have been made to wash his neck. Unfortunately, the condition has not escaped the notice of his schoolmates, and the boy is becoming sensitive about it.
On examination.
-The face appears to be unaffected. On both sides of the neck, and, to a less extent, directly in front and behind, there is an eruption consisting of warty papules entirely irregular in size and form, but not exceeding 3 mm. in diameter, and nowhere confluent, being separated from one another by the natural markings of the skin. Associated with these warts, but not entirely corresponding either with them or with the spaces between them, is a brownish-black pigmentation. Over the sternal notch there are three or four pigmented spots, not associated with warts. On the forearms the eruption exists in an attenuated form. The backs of both hands and of the two proximal phalanges of all the fingers are densely covered with the eruption, and on the dorsal aspect of the proximal phalanx of the fifth finger of the right hand is the largest lesion which has been observed, and its appearance strongly suggests an early cutaneous horn, being a dome-shaped papule surmounted by a truncated cone of laminated horny material. On the palms of the hands and the soles of the feet, when first examined, were numerous lesions consisting of minute, pitted depressions which, but for their manner of distribution, which was irregular, faintly suggested porokeratosis punctata. At the present moment the sites of these punctate depressions are filled with horny material, and they now resemble multiple, very small, plantar warts.
On the inner surfaces of the thighs is a condition resembling that on the neck, but it is not so pigmented.
